erful fleet of warships, commanded by Commodore Sir Peter
Parker, joined a force of 2,500 sea-borne troops under General
Sir Henry Clinton to attack Charleston and win it for the Brit-
ish cause. During the close-in attack on June 28, the patriots
fought back doggedly from Fort Sullivan in the harbor. Earth-

works and barricades of palmetto logs, seen above in the paint-
ing done in 1815 by John Blake White, absorbed 7,000 British
cannon balls while Colonel William Moultrie's men coolly deci-
mated both the invaders and the fleet. Commodore Parker,
his breeches torn by a shell splinter, sailed north to find safety.
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